
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and your strength never fails.  In 

this time of danger and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense.  Guide the leaders of our nation with 

your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant us courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

We Pray for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, please contact Pastor Deb Valentine or Bridgett Connell  

First Members 

Chris & Jaclyn Beach; Kaitlyn, Sarah, Emma, Brennan 

Paul & Tina Boyle 

Lyle Carlson 

Diane Carr 

Greg & Ann Carr; Noah, Jordyn 

Concordia Members 

Darlene Cuba 

Gretchen Dietrich 

Fern Erickson 

Brad Erwin 

Jason & Amanda Fischer; Mitchell, Kolton, Lane 

Concordia Council Members 

President – Carolyn Alt 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary – Judy Martindale 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison – Dustin Thompson 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

Council Members 

President - Rod Ketelsen 

Vice President - Paul Boyle 

Secretary - Vickie Sands 

Treasurer - Katie Olesen 

Financial Secretary - Chris Beach 

Events - Gloria Dowling 

 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

Taylor Johnson 

Those in Senior Living or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

Ernie & Lyla Swanson (Brookdale) 

Marilyn Wallin (CountryView) 

 

 

 



From the Pastor’s Keyboard… 
 

I understand that people are anxious to get back to church, and for things to get back to “normal.”  But what will the 

“new normal” be like?  How can we gather together safely?  Week 

after week area Lutheran pastors have discussed this question at our zoom cluster gatherings!  We are mindful that many of the 

outbreaks across the US, from New York to California and in the mid-west have ties to worship services.  Currently the worst 

outbreak in the US is across the Navajo Nation where “4,633 people have tested positive for the coronavirus, and 153 have died 

as of May 23,” (according to STATnews.com.)  Their outbreak began at a revival, where one of the pastors coughed as he was 

preaching.  At the same time, there was a Day of Prayer to pray for an end to the Coronavirus pandemic, and people went back 

and forth between the two events. Dozens of people from several different areas attended the gatherings and the virus spread. 

 Our cluster had a conversation with Bishop Brian Maas via zoom yesterday. He encouraged us to use the sermon that he 

has recorded for Pentecost on May 31st, and that Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has recorded for Trinity Sunday on June 7th.  

Both will speak about the ways the Coronavirus has affected our lives and our churches and offer words of “encouragement and 

the hope of the Gospel that is the foundation of our faith.”  As we were talking about gathering in person for worship, the Bishop 

shared that Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company is advising churches to post a sign on the door of the church stating: “Upon 

entering you acknowledge that you are potentially exposing yourself to the deadly Coronavirus.”  He also shared that our new 

normal will not feel the same.  We will not be able to hug, shake hands and stand close together.  And that is hard for us to do.  

Although none of our churches have been having in person services, some in areas where the virus is not an issue are planning to 

start soon.  Some of them shared that they would require masks which will be provided, will have people seated by ushers with 

the family groups who arrive first being seated in the front, etc., using every other pew.  When leaving, people in the back will 

be ushered out first, to prevent them from passing by others. While hymns may be played on the organ or piano, congregational 

singing would not take place because singing is equivalent to a long coughing spell. Some churches may have a soloist. Several 

churches have questioned whether or not folks can safely come forward for communion.  One church is planning to have 

communion at the very end of worship, and people will take it on their way out.  Worship will definitely not be the same. In the 

near future, the church councils for both Concordia and First will be making decisions about how and when we will open for 

worship.  I ask you to pray for wisdom for all of us as these decisions are made.     

 This year, Pentecost, which is recognized as the ‘birthday’ of the church, will be celebrated on May 31st.  We find the 

story of Pentecost in Acts 2:1-21.  The apostles were gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish Feast of Shavuot (Pentecost 

in Greek) which took place 7 weeks (50 days) after Passover.  As they were together, there came from heaven a sound like the 

rush of a might wind, and tongues as of fire rested on each of them, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  

Throughout the book of Acts, we read about the importance of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the early believers, and in 

the formation of the Christian Church.  It has been said that the Acts of the Apostles could just as easily have been called the 

Acts of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit, working through the apostles, brought the church into being.  The Holy Spirit guided 

the apostles as they spread the good news.  And the Holy Spirit comforted, strengthened and enlightened the apostles as they 

faced persecution and even death. 

Through the centuries, the Holy Spirit has renewed and transformed the church.  During the Middle Ages, the church 

became corrupt and immorality was commonplace. The Holy Spirit worked through Martin Luther and the other reformers as 

they sought to purify the church and lifted up the importance of the scriptures.   

Since the creation of the church, the Holy Spirit has continued to comfort, strengthen, encourage, and guide Christians as 

they struggle to be faithful to God and to Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit is at work today as well, renewing and transforming both 

individuals and congregations. 

I ask that you join me in praying for the Holy Spirit to bring renewal to us as individuals, to our congregations, to The 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and the Church Universal.  It is especially important that we pray for the presence of 

the Holy Spirit during this time of transition.  Please pray that the Spirit will guide the work of the Call Committee, our Church 

Councils, and the pastor that God has in mind to serve First Lutheran and Concordia Lutheran churches.  We live in especially 

challenging times, but the Spirit of God can grant us wisdom, lead us and direct us so that we might be faithful to God and to our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

      Blessings and Peace, 

      Pastor Deb  

 



First Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

First Lutheran Council met via Zoom on May 4, 2020.  Present were Rod Ketelsen, Vickie Sands, Gloria Dowling, Katie 

Olesen, Paul Boyle, Pastor Deb Valentine. Bridgett Connell attended part of the meeting also. 

Bridgett asked the council if there were extra things we want done when she is cleaning the church. She reported on some 

of the extra cleaning she has already been doing. 

Opening prayer led by Pastor Deb. 

Pastor is using Zoom for confirmation classes, premarital counseling, and council meetings.   

Secretary’s report for March was read and approved. 

Financial reports were discussed and approved.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Camp at Carol Joy Holling was canceled for this year.  Gabe and Garrett will attend next year.The Journey Mission Trip to 

Nashville was also canceled. At this time, Table Grace Café is still scheduled for August 23, 2020. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Vacation Bible School is canceled for this year.  Paul B. and Jason Olesen will inspect the bell tower. We will wait on a 

decision on the Farmer’s Market until we see what the situation is in July. Worship services will continue on Facebook.  

Council will revisit this when we meet again on June 1. 

Closing prayer by Pastor Deb 

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

Concordia Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

The Concordia church council met via Zoom on May 17 at 1:30 pm.  Attending were Carolyn, Hart, Lee, Dustin, Trisha, 

Pastor and Judy was absent. Treasurer’s reports were presented by papers from Peg Anderson who was unable to attend the 

meeting. 

Pastor opened the meeting with a devotion and prayer. 

All reports were presented.  A motion was made by Hart and seconded by Lee to approve all.  Motion carried. 

The upcoming bills to be paid were discussed and approved for payment. 

Pastor gave her report.   

Old Business: 

• The furnace project is moving along. 

• Call committee had a mock interview 

New Business: 

• Money for furnace project is coming in nicely 

• Would like to have property committee set a date to walk through before Gods Work Our Hands 

• Congregational survey being sent out 

Respectfully submitted,  

Trisha Reifenrath 



Follow along during our June Facebook Services 
 

Announcements 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Gathering Song             

 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 

live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

June 7 

Let us pray.  

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we 

praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all 

adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

June 14 

Let us pray.  

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your 

love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm 

and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 



June 21 

Let us pray.  

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to 

fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for 

reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

June 28 

Let us pray.  

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the 

world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

First Reading       

June 7     Genesis 1:1-2:4    

June 14   Exodus 19:2-8a    

June 21   Jeremiah 20:7-13 

  June 28   Jeremiah 28:5-9 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm                

June 7     Psalm 8    

June 14   Psalm 100   

June 21   Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18 

June 28   Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

 

Second Reading       

June 7     2 Corinthians 13:11-13    

June 14   Romans 5:1-8    

June 21  Romans 6:1b-11 

June 28   Romans 6:12-23 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel         

June 7     Matthew 28:16-20    

June 14   Matthew 9:35-10:8    

June 21   Matthew 10:24-39 

June 28   Matthew 10:40-42 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 



Children’s Sermon 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day                         

 

Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Uplifted by the promised hope… 

…Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

…Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song                      

 

Dismissal 

Go in Peace.  Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE June 22nd 

Email it to secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

Because of our worship schedule being 

unknown due to COVID 19 the helpers and 

schedule for June are not listed in this 

newsletter.  Please refer to your yearbook if 

services are able to resume. 

Council Meetings 

Joint Council will meet Sunday June 7th 

7:00 p.m. via zoom. 

CLC will meet Sunday June 7th following 

Joint Council. 

FLC will meet Monday June 1st via zoom. 

Celebrations & Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
6/4 Faith Keil 

6/7 Barb & Rod Ketelsen 

6/19 Richie & Tina Monteith 

6/23 Tom & Vickie Sands 

6/25 Matt & Denise Hingst 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
6/2 Rusty & Trish Reifenrath 

6/7 Brooke Anderson 

6/8 Harper Bruning 

6/9 Kolten Settje 

6/11 Addison Corbit 

6/18 Les Bohlken 

6/18 Mike & Andrea Johnson 

6/19 Ernie & Lyla Swanson 

6/25 Cade Johnson 

6/27 Tanner Thompson 

6/28 Marc Bathke 

6/29 Richard & Leila Fischer 

 

 
Hope Circle will not meet in June. 

 

FLC Bake Sale postponed - TBD 
 

 

Sunday Services are 

available via DVD. 

If interested contact 

Pastor Deb. Concordia’s bookstore 

experienced a thorough 

reorganization.  Several items 

have been identified as “give 

away”!  They are located on the 

round table in the 

basement.  Help yourself! 
 



Humor, Inspiration & Thank You 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact Info 

Pastor Deb Valentine 

pastoratcandf@gmail.com 

(402) 300-0306 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 

  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  


