
   

 

C o n c o r d i a  L u t h e r a n  &  F i r s t  L u t h e r a n   

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 

Parish Partyline 

Spread of the gospel  
By your word, eternal God, your creation sprang forth, and we were given the breath of life. 
By your word, eternal God, death is overcome, Christ is raised from the tomb, and we are giv-
en new life in the power of your Spirit. May we boldly proclaim this good news in our words 
and our deeds, rejoicing always in your powerful presence; through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord. Amen.  

We pray for those in nursing homes or who are homebound: 
• Bonnie Kellogg (homebound) 
• Evonne Magnuson (Hillcrest) 
• Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest)  

 
We pray for those serving in the Armed Forces: 

• Chris Wordekemper 
 
We pray for our church council members: 
 
Richie Monteith-President    Peg Lutt-President 
Greg Carr-Vice President    Grant Settje-Vice President 
Denise Hingst-Financial Secretary   Lynette Krie-Financial Secretary 
Katie Olesen-Treasurer    Peter Brummels-Financial Liason 
Vickie Sands-Secretary    Dawn Addison-Corbit-Secretary 
Paul Boyle-Events     Trisha Reifenrath-Special Projects 
 
We pray for members of our congregations: (This list will be updated monthly and gives us a chance to pray for one another) 
 

Concordia Members: 
Brad Erwin 
Jason & Amanda Fischer; Mitchell, Kolton, & Lane 
Richard & Leila Fischer 
Jeff & Trish Grone; Josh & Joe 
Jason & Valerie Hangman; Kyler & Rilyn 
 

First Members: 
Randy & Nancy Ellis 
Truman & Darlene Fahrenholz 
Jessica Fahrenholz 
Ann Maxey; Breanne & Amber Benstead 
David & Iva Geiger 
 

*If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, please contact  
Pastor Christine Hjelmstad or Crystal Brummels. 
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Fir s t  L u t h e r a n   Mi n u t e s  
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all. 

 

 

First Lutheran Council met on December 3, 2018.  Present were Pastor Chris Hjelmstad, Vick-
ie Sands, Richie Monteith, Katie Olesen, and Denise Hingst. 
 
Old business discussed included the new computer for the office, the cost of new glass for the 
entrance doors, the purchase of the new chairs for downstairs, and combining the Fall Festival 
and Turkey Bingo next year. 
 
New business discussed included a mini-report by Pastor Chris and Richie M. on the shared 
ministry conference they attended in Kearney Nov. 30-Dec. 1 and the benefits of exploring 
some shared ministry options with Concordia. We also discussed discontinuing the Thanksgiv-
ing Eve worship service, assembling a binder with altar guild and ushering guidelines, and the 
interest from the Thrivent account.  In addition we started initial discussion of the 2019 budg-
et. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

• Canned goods will be collected during the month of December. 
• Youtherans meet at First Lutheran on Dec. 9 from 1:00-3:00. 
• Christmas Caroling at Concordia on Dec. 16. All are welcome. 
• Blue Christmas service (a service of hope and healing) at Concordia on Dec. 19 at 

7:00 
• Christmas Eve services on Dec. 24 at 7:00 PM at First and at 11:00 PM at Concordia 
• First Lutheran’s annual meeting will be on Jan. 20, 2019 immediately following the 

worship service. 
 

Closing prayer  
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Vickie Sands, Secretary  
 
Next council meeting is January 7, 2019 at 7:00 PM. 
 



 3 

 

Con c o r d i a  L u t h e r a n   Mi n u t e s  
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

 

December 2018 Concordia Lutheran Council Highlights 
 
The Concordia Council met Monday December 10, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. in the Concordia Lu-
theran basement.  Present were Pastor Chris, Peg Lutt, Dawn Addison-Corbit, Trisha Rei-
fenrath, Lynette Krie and Grant Settje.  Absent was Peter Brummels.   
 
Prayer cards were signed. 
 
An opening devotion was read. 
 
Last month’s secretarial and special meeting reports were approved as well as financial re-
ports.   
  
Old Business discussion consisted of lunch prior to caroling, relief line item, soup supper pro-
ceeds, calling tree update, cleaning choir robes/stoles and Amazon Smile. 
 
New Business discussion consisted of reviewing the 2019 budget, stewardship envelopes, rec-
onciliation in Christ welcoming statement(s), Crystal resigning after the annual meeting has 
been held, Thanksgiving worship service and councils meeting on the same night and place.   
 
Annual meeting will be held January 27th.  Church service will be at 9:00 am with the meeting 
to follow. 
 
A motion was made by Lynette with a second by Dawn to adjourn with all in favor.   
 
The meeting closed with Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dawn Addison-Corbit 
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From Pa s t o r  C h r i s ’  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My vocation requires that I do a lot of reflecting.  This is not necessarily a common habit for most people, at 
least until something has gone wrong!  Then we reflect on what could have been done differently (usually in 
the form of a wish or shoulda, coulda, woulda), or, unfortunately, who can be blamed for this? 
At the turn of the calendar year it is normal and customary to do a little reflecting: the good we did, and that 
was done to us; the good we failed to do, and the good that we didn’t receive; how life is different from this 
time last year—for better and for worse; what was accomplished, and what is left unfinished; new births and 
painful deaths, both the physical and metaphorical kind.   
When the year is in its infancy there’s hope that “This year…!”  “This year I will save more and give more.  
This year I will get a new (healthy) habit and lose another (bad) one.  This year I will be more organized, 
more effective, more present to family and friends, more….”  We Americans, and American Christians, want 
to do more and be more.  We set lofty goals and almost always fall short.  New Year’s Resolutions begin full 
of hope and promise, but by Valentine’s Day they are but a distant memory and continual reminder of our fail-
ures.  This is why I have quit even trying to make New Year Resolutions.  My resolve does not sustain 
through all I want to do with my life. 
This year, instead of Resolutions, I am more interested in New Year’s Revolutions.  Merriam Webster defines 
“revolution” in many ways, but two of them are especially pertinent: “motion of any figure about a center or 
axis” and “sudden, radical, and complete change.”  That’s what I’m talkin’ ‘bout! 
Instead of resolving to be a better person, a fitter more organized person, I can put my focus and energy and 
motion around a center or axis.  I can be a revolution and make much more of a difference in my own well-
being and the well-being of others!  We can all make plans for a New Year’s Revolution.  We can all make a 
sudden, radical, and complete change revolving around the center and axis of Jesus Christ and the mission set 
before us as congregations and as individuals.  Instead of trying to lose 10 pounds of ourselves, we could ask 
God to help us to give away our whole selves to the process of following the true Center of all there is, give 
our whole selves to the making of disciples, caring for neighbor, widows, orphans and the displaced.  Talk 
about a lofty goal!  But here’s the thing: it’s not all about us and so it just might stick!  We don’t have to mus-
ter the resolve or even figure out the center or axis to motion about.  We have an entire congregation to sup-
port us in this revolution and watch for upcoming opportunities to help keep our focus on the Center.  Here’s 
to the Revolution!   
 

God’s blessings to you in the New Year!  Pastor Chris   
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Happy Birthday &  
Happy Anniversary  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

 
1/3 Leila Fischer 
1/5 Cris Bathke 
1/8 Katie Bathke 
1/8 Jim & Doris Nelson 
1/9 Lyla Swanson 
1/11 Toni Thompson 
1/13 Peg Lutt 
1/15 Joyce Johnson 
1/17 Katie Tucker 
1/19 Ryker Settje 
1/19 Eric Hjelmstad 
1/22 Presten Wayman 
1/25 Kolton Fischer 
1/26 Eric & Pastor Chris Hjelmstad 
1/28 Richard Fischer 
1/29 Melvin Vanderheiden 
1/31 Valerie Hangman 

Happy Birthday &  
Happy Anniversary  

First Lutheran Church 
 
1/1 Kenlynn Robinson 
1/1 Darlene Roberts 
1/9 Brittany Sullivan 
1/11 Nick Tramp 
1/13 Hunter Connell 
1/16 Barb Sands 
1/16 Jeff Geiger 
1/20 Seth Martinson 
1/24 Richie Monteith 
1/30 Katie Olesen 

Worsh ip Helper s & Celebrat ion s  

 First Lutheran Helpers Concordia Lutheran Helpers 

Ushers & Greeters Confirmation Students Hart Vollers & Steve Martindale 

Acolytes 1/6 Kiara Monteith 
1/13 Steven Cooks 
1/20 Landon Monteith 
1/27 Cole Monteith 

1/6 Kolten Settje 
1/13 Toni Thompson 
1/20 T’Kayah Sterling 
1/27 Clara Brummels 

Readers Confirmation Students Lyla Swanson 

Communion Steward Confirmation Students Danita Hanson 

Altar Guild   Danita Hanson 

Flowers Denise Hingst Peg Lutt 

Coffee at First 1/6 Colleen Boyle 
1/13 Misty Isom 
1/20 Jerry & Donna Shroeder 
1/27 Karen & Jerry Smith 
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Min i s t r y  Oppo r t u n i t i e s  

Catechism Class 

Catechism Class will be held on 
Wednesday Evenings beginning 

at 7:00 p.m.  
 

*There will be no catechism on 
January 2, and resume January 9. 
**Family Night will be held on 

January 30 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Council Meetings! 
 

First Lutheran will be holding their monthly  
council meeting on January 7 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Concordia Lutheran will be holding their monthly 

council meeting on January 14 at 5:30 p.m. 

Concordia Annual Ministry Celebration 
 
Concordia will be hosting their Annual Ministry Celebration meeting on January 20. Worship 
will begin at 9:00 a.m. with the meeting to follow. Please make a note to be present to help 
lead our church in the 2019 year.  
 
All reports for the Annual Meeting is due by January 8. Please give all information to Crystal.  

First Annual Ministry Celebration 
 
First will be hosting their Annual Ministry Celebration meeting on January 27. Worship will 
begin at regular time, with the meeting to follow. Please make a note to be present to help lead 
our church in the 2019 year.  
 
All reports for the Annual Meeting is due by January 8. Please give all information to Crystal.  

Allen Community VBS Planning Meeting 
 
There will be a 2019 VBS Planning meeting at the United Methodist Church on Wednesday, January 23 for members wanting to help 
plan, organize, and contribute to Allen’s Community VBS. The meeting will begin at 5:30 and run approximately an hour.  

Help Wanted!  
 
The administrative assistant position at Concordia Lutheran and First Lutheran is currently open. Crystal re-
signed after accepting a new job. If you are interested in serving as the church’s administrative assistant, please 
contact Pastor Chris. Crystal will continue as administrative assistant until after each church’s Annual Ministry 
Celebration.  
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Adopt-A-Soldier Ministry  
 

Concordia Lutheran Church will continue to support our soldiers with our Adopt-A-
Soldier care packages. Boxes are located in the back of church. Please feel free to add 
any items you would like to share . Snacks, game items, nuts, are all terrific items. Our 
members have been so wonderful at filling up boxes with such creative and unique sup-
plies, please continue to be creative!! These care packages are a terrific reminder to our 
soldiers that we are thinking about them while they are away from their family and 
friends. Let’s continue to shower them with cards, care packages and PRAYERS!! Dur-
ing the year we will still be shipping out a care package once a month.  
Sgt. Chris Wordekamper 
CMR 388 
Box 2077 
APO, AP 96208 

Mini s t ry Opportun i t i e s  

Pastor Chris Hjelmstad 
pastorchrishj@gmail.com 
(402) 369-4779 
 
Secretary: Crystal Brummels 
confirsecretary@gmail.com 

Webpages: 
www.firstlutheranallen.com/  

www.concordialutheranelca.com  

Facebook: 
First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Winter Weather Reminder:  

If the school district is closed in the town of the congregation having weekday activities, church activities will 
also automatically be cancelled (even if it is sunny and clear at the time of the scheduled event).   

For late day weather impacts, weekend activities, and worship the Council Presidents and Pastor will decide 
whether to cancel and we will get the word out.  Be safe out there this winter!   

Concordia WELCA 
 

The WELCA will meet on January 17. There will be an Executive Board meeting at 1:00 with a General Meeting to follow at 1:30. 
Dorcas will be hostess.  The meeting will be held in the basement of the church. All ladies are welcome to join.  

Concordia Dorcas 
 

Dorcas Circle will be meeting the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Dorcas will meet on January 9. 
Peg Lutt will be in charge of the program. Peg Lutt will be hostess. All women of the church are welcome! 
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Comedy Corner….. 

A Joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. 
 Proverbs 17:22 

Humor & Thank Yous  

Thank you to Pastor and everyone for the joy of sharing your Christian love, visits  foods and programs and 
especially the Sunday School Christmas program was delightful. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Frieda Bowman  

Thank you all for your cards and well wishes this Christmas season!   

Pastor Chris, Eric, and Bella  



 9 

 

First Lutheran Church  
502 S. HWY 9 
P.O. Box 160 
Allen, NE 68710 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
616 Iowa St. 
P.O. Box 86 
Concord, NE 68728 


