
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we humbly thank you for your goodness to us and to all that you have made.  

We praise you for your creation, for keeping us and all things in your care, and for all the blessings of life.  Above all 

we bless you for your immeasurable love in redeeming the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, 

and for the hope of glory.  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies that with thankful hearts we 

praise you, not only with our lips but in our lives, by giving ourselves to your service and by living in your gifts of 

holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 

worship and praise, now and forever.  Amen. 

We Pray for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, please contact Pastor Deb Valentine or Bridgett Connell  

First Members 

Loren & Betty Carr 

Jerry Smith & Karen Claussen-Smith 

Shand & Bridgett Connell; Keiziah, Tristan, 

Mackenzey, Hunter 

Gloria Dowling 

Nancy Ellis 

 

Concordia Members 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson 

Mike & Andrea Johnson; Delaney, Cade 

Jason & Amanda Fischer; Mitchell, Kolton, Lane 

Doug & Lynette Krie 

Greg Kvols; Beth, Grant, Jake 

Concordia Council Members 

President - Grant Settje 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary - Dawn Addison-Corbit 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison – Dustin Thompson 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

First Council Members 

President – Richie Monteith 

Vice President – Paul Boyle 

Secretary – Vickie Sands 

Financial Secretary – Denise Hingst 

Treasurer- Chris Beach 

Events – Gloria Dowling 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

 

Those in Nursing Homes or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

 



November Worship Helpers & Celebrations 

 
 First Helpers Concordia Helpers 

Ushers & Greeters Rod & Barb Ketelsen Jason Fischer & Mike Johnson 

Acolytes 11/3 Reed Hingst 

11/10 Reed Hingst 

11/17 Reed Hingst 

11/24 Reed Hingst 

11/3 

11/10 Harper Bruning 

11/17 T’Kayeh Sterling 

11/24 Mitchell Fischer 

Lay Readers  Carolyn Alt 

Communion Steward Clarice Johnson Peg Anderson 

Altar Guild Karen Claussen Smith &  

Jean Morgan 
Peg Anderson 

Altar Flowers  Georgia Addison 

Coffee after Service 11/3 Henry & Clarice Johnson 

11/10 Hingst Family 

11/17 Scott & Jean Morgan 

11/24 Vickie Sands 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
 

11/20 Lynette Krie 

11/21 Rilyn Hangman 

11/27 Doug & Lynette Krie 

11/28 Andrea Johnson 

11/29 Marlen Johnson 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
11/3 Truman & Darlene 

Fahrenholz 

11/6 Paul Boyle 

11/7 Linda Martinson 

11/7 Barb Karmann 

11/12 Keiziah Connell 

11/16 Jason Olesen 

11/17 Darlene Fahrenholz 

11/19 Cole Verzanie 

11/27 Ronnie Gotch 

 



From the Pastor’s Keyboard… 
 

The change of the seasons is upon us.  The cooler days and nights are hinting of the winter to come.  The 

leaves are falling off of the trees, and the squirrels are busy hiding nuts and acorns to get through the winter.   

 

November is a time of transition in the church.  The first Sunday (November 3rd) is All Saints Sunday.  It is a day 

when we commemorate our loved ones who have died and give thanks for the way they touched our lives.  

In the early church, “saints” referred to all believers.  Each time we say the Apostles Creed we affirm our faith 

in the Communion of Saints, the mystical union of Christians across time and place, both living and dead.  

 

November 24th is Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the Church year.  It is the day that we call to mind 

the story of salvation that we have followed throughout the church year.  It is a day that we proclaim that 

Christ Jesus is the "King of kings and Lord of lords," and we are called to ponder whether Jesus is the Lord of 

our lives.  

 

I am looking forward to being part of Concordia’s Fall Fellowship supper on November 3rd, and First’s Fall 

Festival on November 17th.  I look forward to these times of fellowship and sharing.  We will gather for a joint 

Thanksgiving Eve service on November 27th.  

 

As we are approaching the Thanksgiving Holiday, we are encouraged to call to mind all that we have to be 

thankful for, and to offer our praise and thanksgiving to God.  I am looking forward to the holiday.  One of my 

nieces hosts us each year for a traditional thanksgiving dinner.  My sister will provide the turkey, and the rest 

of us will provide stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, green bean casserole, broccoli casserole, 

cranberries, and plenty of pies and desserts. I will be able to see my sisters, and many of my nieces and 

nephews as well as my children, grandchildren, and my great-grandson.  I am looking forward to seeing 

everyone and to catch up on what is going on in their lives.   

 

There is something about "going home" and being with family that touches a place deep inside.  Even 

though the place where we gather changes, and the family is growing and changing, it is still home.  

Coming together binds us to our past.  Although my mom and dad and older brother died many years 

ago, there is a sense in which they are present when the rest of us are gathered.  As a family we have a 

history that continues to the present and will continue into the future. 

 

So, it is in the church.  Even though there have been many changes in our midst, we are still a church 

family.  We have a history that continues to the present and will continue into the future.  But we are also 

part of a larger history - The history of our faith.  I am convinced that God will be with the members and 

friends of First Lutheran Church and Concordia Lutheran Church as you continue your journey during this 

time of transition; and that with prayer and discernment, God will lead you as you choose your next pastor. 

 

In this beautiful season of autumn, I pray that you will be able to experience the beauty all around us.  I 

pray too, that you will experience the abundance of God's blessings, love, joy, and peace, now and 

always. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

Pastor Deb 

 

 

 



First Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

 

First Lutheran Council met on October 7, 2019.  Present were Vickie Sands, Gloria Dowling, Richie Monteith, Denise 

Hingst, and Chris Beach.   Pastor Deb was at Theo-Con. 

 

Financial reports were discussed. Motion by Vickie to approve, seconded by Denise; motion approved, but will look 

into possible double billing for some newspaper advertisements.   

Council will be in charge of coffee on October 27, 2019.   

Fall Festival and Turkey Bingo will be on November 17, 2019.  Dinner will be from 11:00-1:00, with Turkey Bingo following 

from 1:00-2:00.   

We worked on the Ministry Site Profile. 

Closing prayer. 

 

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

Next council meeting is on November 4, 2019 at First. (First council at 6:30, Joint council at 7:00, Concordia council at 

7:30) 

 

 

Joint Council Meeting Highlights  
 

 

First Lutheran Council and Concordia Council met on October 7, 2019.  Present were Vickie Sands, Gloria Dowling, 

Richie Monteith, Denise Hingst, Chris Beach, Grant Settje, Hart Vollers, Lee Johnson, Dawn Addison-Corbit, Dustin 

Thompson, and Trisha Reifenrath. Pastor Deb was at Theo-Con. 

 

Devotions by Vickie S. 

 

Joint council business:  

Minutes from September’s meeting were read and approved.   

Pastor’s report was read and discussed.  

Both councils discussed their progress on forming call committees.  

Table Grace will be coming on August 23, 2020.   

Calendars for both churches need to be submitted to Bridgett by the end of the next council meeting.  

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary 



Concordia Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

The Concordia Council met Monday October 7, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at First Lutheran in Allen. Present were 

Grant Settje, Hart Vollers, Lee Johnson, Dustin Thompson, Trisha Reifenrath and Dawn Addison-Corbit. 

Pastor was absent.   

Grant called the meeting to order.  Last month’s minutes and financial reports were approved by 

consensus.  Pastor’s report was reviewed.   

Old Business discussed included the new TV/projector project being placed on hold while other priorities of 

the church are being looked at including replacing the furnace.   Discussion also included increasing the 

insurance coverage for the post office, dates for a cleanup/project day at church including hanging the 

crosses for the cross wall, dates for the father son outing and the soldier box is set out ready for donations. 

New Business included discussion of filling the Call Committee, the Ministry Site Profile was reviewed and 

we have a volunteer to reach out to visitors that have attended our church. 

A motion was made to adjourn by consensus with the Lord’s Prayer in closing. 

Joint council followed.   

Next council meeting will be November 4th at Concordia at 7:30.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Addison-Corbit 

 

  



Adopt-A-Soldier Ministry  
Concordia Lutheran Church will continue to support our 

soldiers with our Adopt-A-Soldier care packages. Boxes are 

located on the small table in the narthex. Please feel free to add 

any items you would like to share. Snacks, game items, nuts, 

are all terrific items. Our members have been so wonderful at 

filling up boxes with such creative and unique supplies, please 

continue to be creative!! These care packages are a terrific 

reminder to our soldiers that we are thinking about them while 

they are away from their family and friends. Let’s continue to 

shower them with cards, care packages and PRAYERS!! 

During the year we will still be shipping out a care package 

once a month.  

 

 

Sgt. Christopher Wordekemper 

53 Barclay Place Court Apr D3 

Charlottesville, VA    22901 

  

 

Ministry Opportunities 

 
   

 

 

   

Upcoming Events 

CLC Fall Fellowship 

Supper/Soup Supper 
November 3rd 5:00-7:30 p.m. 

Council Meetings 
November 4th at CLC 

6:30 p.m.  FLC 

7:00 p.m.  Joint 

7:30 p.m.  CLC 

CLC Choir Practice 
November 6th at 6:00 p.m. 

Confirmation Class at CLC 
November 6th 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

HOPE CIRCLE at Hillcrest 
November 7th at 2:00 p.m.  

Worship Planning Meeting 
November 12th at 6:00 p.m. at FLC 

FLC WELCA 
November 13th at 1:30 p.m. 

Confirmation Class at CLC 
November 13th 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

FLC – Fall Festival 
November 17th  

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

FLC – Turkey Bingo 
November 17th  1:00 p.m. 

Confirmation Class at CLC 
November 20th 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

Newsletter Deadline 
November 25th  

Yearbook/Directory 

Deadline 
November 25th  

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
November 27th at CLC 7:00 p.m. 

Happy Thanksgiving 
November 28th  

 

Support the Allen 

Backpack 

Program   

Save your HyVee 

receipts! 

Put in the jar at FLC 

 

If the school district is closed in the town of the congregation 

having weekday activities, church activities will also 

automatically be cancelled (even if it is sunny and clear at the 

time of the scheduled event). 

For late day weather impacts, weekend activities, and 

worship the Council Presidents and Pastor will decide 

whether to cancel and we will get the word out. Be 

safe out there this winter! 

 

Sympathy, birthday, get well, 

confirmation, wedding, 

baptism, Christmas and 

Thanksgiving, boxes are $5.00.  

Individual cards are 50₵. 

Few cards on sale for 10₵. 

Napkins are $2.50. 

 
 



Ministry Opportunities 

WELCA – FLC 

November 13th 

at 1:30 p.m. 

Thanks Offering 

Hostess:  Clarice 

Johnson 

The WELCA Ladies meet 

in the basement of the 

church.  ALL women are 

WELCOME. 

HOPE CIRCLE 

November 7th at  

2:00 p.m. at Hillcrest 

Thank Offerings and 

2020 planning on the 

program. 

ALL ladies of the 

church are 

WELCOME! 

 

Concordia Lutheran Church will be hosting their 

Annual Fall Fellowship Supper  

November 3rd  

5:00-7:30 p.m. 

Serving:  Oyster Stew, Chili, & Chicken Noodle Soup 

Sandwiches, Homemade Pies & Desserts 

Free Will Donations 

Committee members will be in touch with how you can 

help make our soup supper a success!! 

 

November 27th  

7:00 p.m. 

Concordia Lutheran 

Church 

 

   

CLC & FLC will be filling college boxes the end of 

November.  Be on the look out for more information in 

the coming weeks. 

Please consider how you can help brighten our college 

kids finals week through these college care packages!!  

*No liquids Please. 

Attention FLC Members –  

We need volunteers!! 

Sign Up on Back Table in 

Sanctuary! 

 

 

Would you like to receive your 

newsletter by email? 

Email secretaryatcf@gmail.com to 

request to be put on the email list. 



Ministry Opportunities 

 

  

Preparing for the NEW 

annual yearbook/directory 

Please verify your information (CLC - on 

the bulletin board & FLC - on table at 

back of sanctuary) and add any 

additional information needed. 

Also please email a picture of your family 

to be included in the yearbook/directory. 

   

 

                                    & Yearbook  

Thanks, Bridgett 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

                           

 

Cross Wall at Concordia 

Lutheran Church 

                   
We have started our cross wall! 

Individuals, families, or groups (i.e. confirmation 

classes) now have an opportunity to donate a cross 

for our cross wall.  Please write on the back of your 

cross the following:  Donor’s name(s), date of 

donation, name of honoree (if applicable) and any 

background/history of the cross if known.  Submit 

crosses to either Trisha Reifenrath or Pastor Deb. 

 

Mark those Calendars!! 

 

 

                       November 25th 
 

If you want something in the 

December Newsletter please email it to 

secretaryatcf@gamil.com by the deadline. 

Fall Festival 

 

 



Humor, Congratulations, & Thank You’s 
 

                                 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Contact Info 

Pastor Deb Valentine 

dvalentine21453@gmail.com 

(402) 300-0306 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 

  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  

 

Joe Grone and Kolton Fischer, our prayers 

are with you are you continue your faith 

journey.  You are a blessing to Concordia 

and the world!  We look forward to 

continuing working with you as adults in the 

church and your enthusiasm to serve as well 

as your perspective.  Many thanks to your 

parents, sponsors, mentors, and 

congregation members who have brought 

you up in the faith! 

 

I would like to thank the sunshine committee 

for the gift they gave me when I hurt my leg!!  

It was very nice of you to think of me!! 

Thanks, Tanner 

 

 
I would like to thank my church family for all 

the thoughts and prayers for me when I hurt my 

leg! Tanner 

 

Thank you for those who have remembered 

me in your prayers and for sending the gift 

boxes.   

Sergeant Christopher Wordekemper 


