
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.  Rescue your people from despair, 

deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

We Pray for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, please contact Pastor Deb Valentine or Bridgett Connell  

First Members 

Wendi Hammerstrom; Skyler 

Matt & Denise Hingst; Briana, Reed 

Rett Hingst 

Verlan & Vicky Hingst 

Henry & Clarice Johnson 

Concordia Members 

Zach Harder 

JoAnn Hauptmann; Chloe, Zach 

Ardyce Johnson 

Lee & Joyce Johnson 

Marlin & Suzie Johnson 

Concordia Council Members 

President – Carolyn Alt 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary – Judy Martindale 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison – Dustin Thompson 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

First Council Members 

President - Rod Ketelsen 

Vice President - Paul Boyle 

Secretary - Vickie Sands 

Treasurer - Katie Olesen 

Financial Secretary - Chris Beach 

Events - Gloria Dowling 

 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

Taylor Johnson 

Those in Nursing Homes or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

Lyla Swanson (Brookdale) 

Marilyn Wallin (CountryView) 

 

 

 



From the Pastor’s Keyboard… 
I am rejoicing with the members of First and Concordia Lutheran churches as you have called Deb Hammer to be 

your Vicar.  Months ago, when I learned, at a Zoom cluster meeting, that Deb was starting seminary, my first thought 

was that she would be a perfect choice for these two churches.  She is a good friend and colleague, and I am excited 

and happy both for her and for you!   

Time flies…It doesn't seem possible, but at the end of August I will complete one year of ministry with you.   

In the Greek there are two words that are translated time.  The first is ‘Chronos.’  The English word chronology 

comes from this word.  'Chronos' time is clock time.  It is how we order our lives.  Some of this has changed as a 

result of the pandemic.  But typically, there are folks who need to be at work at 8am, Monday through Friday, and 

work until 5pm, with time for lunch.  Others work three 12-hour days, still others have part-time jobs in addition to 

many other responsibilities. Regardless of our situation, whether we work, go to school, or are retired, it seems we 

must schedule our lives around the clock.  All of us have times when we count the minutes until…  Until we are 

finished with what we are doing, until we need to be somewhere else.  This is true whether we are at school, at work, 

or simply working on the task at hand.  Chronos time is ordinary, routine, unexciting. 

The second Greek word that is translated into our English word time, is 'kairos.' Kairos is very different from 

Chronos.  Kairos is a moment in time.  A moment in which something eventful happens, in which something touches 

your life and it will never be the same.  One of the kairos moments in my life was when my first child was born, and 

the nurse handed her to me in the delivery room.  It seemed as if time stood still while I looked into the face of my 

beautiful little girl.  A kairos moment is a moment that stands out in time.  It is a time of significance.  It has been 

called God’s time.  It is a moment in which God is able to touch our lives, and we are changed.   

In Ephesians 5:15-20, The Apostle Paul says, “Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 

making the most of the time, (Kairos) because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of 

the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to 

God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (NRSV) 

Music has a power to touch us in a way that nothing else can.  Throughout the ages, people have put word and 

melody together as a way to communicate more deeply.  The ancients studied music because they were intrigued with 

the way music could convey mystery and meaning.  The book of Psalms has been referred to as Israel’s hymnbook.  

The Psalms were set to music and accompanied with string instruments, so it is natural that Paul would tell the 

Ephesians that they should let music, hymns and psalms and spiritual songs fill their hearts and minds that the Holy 

Spirit might fill them.  Paul knows that music can touch the soul. 

I have so enjoyed having the outdoor worship services and being able to see church members once more in 

person.  In August, we will return to worship in our buildings.  One of the most difficult realities of worshipping 

during the Coronavirus pandemic, is not being able to sing together as a congregation.  Studies have shown that 

singing spreads droplets farther than coughing, and that it is not “safe”.  So, I would encourage each of you to sing to 

your hearts content at home, or in your car, while listening to Christian music.  In that way, you can be filled with the 

Holy Spirit, and strengthened during this challenging time.   

In a few weeks, school will be starting for our young people.  Many people are taking this opportunity to take a 

vacation.  This is good.  We are all so busy, and sometimes it seems there is never enough time to do the things we 

need to do.  With the advent of cell phones, texting, and email, many of us find it difficult to take a break from our 

work.  We need to be reminded of the importance of taking time for ourselves and for our families.  We tend to forget 

that we have a need for rest, a need for relaxation, a need to spend time in solitude in order to recharge our batteries.  

Sometimes I think that the devil’s work is mostly to keep us busy – too busy to spend time in prayer and in solitude. 

 



Throughout the gospels, we find that Jesus regularly left the crowds, and his disciples, to spend time in prayer and 

solitude.  If Jesus, the Son of God, needed time alone with the Father in order to be strengthened for his ministry; how 

much more do we need to take this time?  Jesus purposely chose a rhythm of time with others and time alone in 

prayer; time spent preaching, teaching and healing the multitudes, and time with his disciples revealing the good news 

of the kingdom.  We too, need to schedule time apart: time for prayer and solitude, and time for rest and relaxation.  

Then we will be strengthened and renewed when we are at work.  We need to be continually reminded of our need to 

live a balanced life.  I hope that each of you, if you have not done so already, will schedule a little time for rest and 

relaxation before the end of summer.  But even more, I hope that you will regularly take time for prayer and solitude, 

that you may be strengthened and renewed for your ministry together.   

The past several months have gone by so quickly.  As I prepare to leave, I am filled with an overwhelming sense 

of gratitude.  I have been blessed in many ways during this time of transition and have enjoyed getting to know you, 

and I will hold the members and friends of both churches in my heart.              

 Blessings and Peace,    

 Pastor Deb 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

 

First Lutheran Council met on July 14, 2020.  Present were Rod Ketelsen, Vickie Sands, Gloria Dowling, Katie 

Olesen, Chris Beach, and Pastor Deb Valentine.  

 

Opening prayer led by Pastor Deb. 

Secretary’s report for June was read and approved.  

The treasurer’s report was read, discussed, and approved.  

Pastor’s report was read and discussed.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

Paul Boyle inspected the bell tower and did some repairs to the roof, and took note of other repairs that need to be 

made. 

Gloria will get a new toilet repair kit for the upstairs toilet to see if that helps with the noise it has been making. 

The church picnic originally scheduled for July 19, 2020 has been postponed indefinitely. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

We again had a discussion on resuming regular church services.  The plan right now is to start inside services on 

August 16, 2020 (the Sunday after school starts).  This date could possibly be changed to sooner in August, depending 

on the results of the survey that we are going to include with the ballot for calling the candidate. 

Gloria is working on a grant through the Immanuel Vision Foundation. 

Closing prayer by all. 

After Pastor Deb exited, the rest of the council discussed and approved the possible compensation package for the 

candidate, depending on the congregation’s vote. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

Next council meeting will be held on August 3, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Concordia Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

The Concordia church council met on July 12, 2020 at 7 pm in the Concordia church basement. 

Present were Pastor Deb, Carolyn Alt, Lee Johnson, Judy Martindale and Hart Vollers. Trisha Reifenrath and Dustin 

Thompson were absent.  Peg Anderson also attend a portion of the meeting.  

Pastor opened with devotions. 

The pastor’s report was given.    

Pastor noted there needs to be calling tree additions of Holly Hare and Kathryn Gannon.  

The secretary’s report was approved.  Peg and Lee presented the financial reports and those were approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

• Furnace project is 90% complete.  Mike is waiting on some ceiling repairs to finish. 

• God’s Work/Our Hands projects may be identified with property walk through. 

• Trish will have update on furnace project fund raising status. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

• Basement and entryway and ramp carpets are scheduled for cleaning by Stanley Steemer on July 24th and 25th.   

• Insect and mice issues will be addressed by Carolyn and Lee. 

• Brooke has informed us the vacuum cleaner needs to be repaired or replaced.  Carolyn will see what we need to 

do to get that done.  

• Discussion was held on God’s Work Our Hands projects and what and how to get those done. It was noted those 

projects should mostly be outreach mission projects rather than church maintenance type items.  We will post a 

signup sheet for smaller church projects that folks can do when they have time rather than on the GWOH 

workday..  

Carolyn closed the meeting with prayer. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Judy Martindale 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 



First Lutheran Congregational Meeting Highlights  
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

 

28 members present                                                                                                                                7-19-20 

Katie Olesen called the meeting to order.  Then explained the process and why they are recommending Deb Hammer.  

The meeting was opened for questions and discussion. 

Katie led everyone in prayer. 

Ballots were distributed to vote on the recommendation to call.  Votes were counted by council members.  It was 

announced that the votes in favor of calling Deb Hammer made up at least 2/3 of the members present.  A motion was 

made by Richard Olesen and seconded by Verlan Hingst to extend the call to Deb Hammer. Motion was approved. 

The compensation package for Deb Hammer was presented and recommended by the council.  Compensation 

package was open for discussion.  Ballots were distributed for voting on whether to approve the compensation 

package.  Votes were counted by council.  Katie reported that the outcome of the vote was to approve the 

compensation package.  A motion was made by Bridgett Connell and seconded by Jason Olesen to accept the 

package.  Motion was approved. 

The next steps in the process were explained by Katie. 

A motion was made by Vicki Hingst and seconded by Keiziah Connell to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Council secretary 

 

Concordia Lutheran Congregational Meeting Highlights 
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

July 19, 2020 

A special meeting of the Concordia Lutheran Church was called for the purpose of a vote to call the 

Pastor candidate Deb Hammer.  

The meeting was called to order by President Carolyn Alt with 28 voting members in attendance. 

Tellers were Hart Vollers, Lee Johnson and Trisha Reifenrath. 

Ballots were cast with results of 27 votes in favor of extending a call to Deb Hammer with 1 abstaining. 

Concordia Lutheran Church will issue a call to synod for Deb Hammer. 

Since the first resolution was passed, the second resolution was presented on the synod/council 

recommendation of salary and benefits for Deb Hammer.  A raise of hands vote approved the resolution 

on compensation/benefits. 

Next steps will be to contact First Lutheran Church and notify the Joint Council President and contact the 

Bishop with the results of our votes. 

Lynette Krie made a motion to adjourn. Doug Krie seconded the motion and meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Judy Martindale, Secretary 



List of Upcoming Events 
 

August 2nd   8:30 a.m. Worship, FLC 

                    10:15 a.m. Worship, CLC 

August 3rd   FLC Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

August 8th   FLC Farmer’s Market at  

                    Countryside Gas Station 8:00-11:00 a.m. 

August 9th  8:30 a.m. Worship, FLC (Blessing of Backpacks) 

                   10:15 a.m. Worship, CLC (Blessing of Backpacks) 

                   CLC Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

August 15th   FLC Farmer’s Market at  

                      Countryside Gas Station 8:00-11:00 a.m. 

August 16th   8:30 a.m. Worship, FLC 

                      10:15 a.m. Worship, CLC 

August 18th Worship Planning Meeting 7:00 p.m. at FLC 

August 22nd   FLC Farmer’s Market at  

                       Countryside Gas Station 8:00-11:00 a.m. 

August 23rd   Table Grace Worship Service 10:15 a.m. 

                      at FLC with Food Truck to follow 

August 24th   Newsletter Deadline 

August 29th  FLC Reception for Deb V. 5:30 p.m.  

August 30th   8:30 a.m. Worship, FLC 

                        10:15 a.m. Worship, CLC 

                      CLC Reception for Deb V. following   

                      Worship

Ministry Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that after our vote 
on July 19th, Concordia and First jointly 
extended the offer to Call Vicar Deb Hammer 
to our congregations, and she has accepted 
the offer. Vicar Hammer’s tentative start date is 
September 2, 2020. We are truly excited and 
blessed to have Deb Hammer coming to our 
congregations to lead and guide us in Christ. 
We are equally excited to walk with her as she 
continues on the path that God has chosen for 
her. 
Pastor Debra Valentine has agreed to stay with 
our congregations through August 31st, 2020. 
We would like to thank Pastor Deb for being 
with us this last year and leading us through 
this time of transition. We greatly appreciate 
everything you have done for our 
congregations. May the Lord continue to shine 
on you as you are called to another 
congregation to guide them during their time of 
transition. They will be blessed to have you, as 
our congregations were blessed to have you 
with us.  
 
Katie Olesen - Joint Council President 
Dustin Thompson - Joint Council Vice 

FLC will be having a farewell reception 

for Deb Valentine on Saturday       

August 29th at 5:30 pm 

 in the church parking lot, to say our 

many thanks and wish her well on her 

next call. Pastor Deb’s last service with 

FLC will be August 30th. 

Join us for a thank you and farewell 

reception for Deb Valentine at Concordia 

on Sunday, August 30, 2020  

immediately following the 10:15 a.m. 

service.  Your cards expressing 

appreciation and well wishes for Deb will 

be collected prior to and during the 

reception. 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

We will be hosting  

“Blessing of Backpacks”  

on August 9th  

during Worship. 

Have your student bring their backpacks or 

other school items to get our school year off to 

a faithful start! 



Worship Helpers, Celebrations & More 
 

 First Helpers Concordia Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters Lyle Carlson &  

Gloria Dowling 

Melvin Vanderheiden & 

Josh Grone 

Acolytes 8/2 Olesen Boys 

8/9 Olesen Boys 

8/16 Olesen Boys 

8/23 Olesen Boys 

8/30 Olesen Boys 

8/2 Kolten Settje 

8/9 Lane Fischer 

8/16 Tanner Thompson 

8/23 ***at FLC 

8/30 Harper Bruning 

Lay Readers Gloria Dowling Warren Hanson 

Communion Steward Gloria Dowling Warren Hanson 

Altar Guild Jason & Katie Olesen Marilyn Harder 

Altar Flowers  Marilyn Harder 

Coffee after Service ***Not through August  

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
8/1 Lee Johnson 

8/9 Chloe Hauptmann 

8/14 Marlin & Suzie Johnson 

8/15 Jade Addison 

8/17 Mike Johnson 

8/21 Jeff & Trish Grone 

8/21 T’Kayeh Sterling 

8/23 Don Pearson 

8/24 Warren & Danita Hanson 

8/29 Marilyn Wallin 

8/31 Fern Erickson 

 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
8/1 Briana Hingst 

8/4 Greg & Ann Carr 

8/4 Jerry Smith 

8/8 Dale Strivens 

8/10 Jason & Katie Olesen 

8/14 Vickie Sands 

8/16 Bridgett Connell 

8/22 Jay Jones 

8/28 Bea Osbahr 

8/20 Verlan Hingst 

8/31 Dwight Gotch 

FLC & CLC will resume 

indoor worship services 

beginning August 2, 2020 
following social distancing guidelines  

We will continue to monitor the Covid 

Pandemic in our area and make necessary 

changes to worship services if needed.  

FLC has service live on Facebook                  

every Sunday at 8:30 a.m. 
 

*No Coffee after Services at FLC through August. 

Table 

Grace 

Ministries 
August 23, 2020 

 

Worship Service  

at 10:15 a.m. at FLC 
 

Food Truck to follow Service 

Support the Allen 

Backpack Program 

   

Save your HyVee receipts 

starting August 1st! 

Put in the jar at FLC 

 



 Ministry Opportunities 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

INGATHERING   Collecting through August 

CLC WELCA Hope Circle will be assembling school kits 

this fall for Lutheran World Relief.  Please help by 

donating any of the following school items.  A 

gathering box will be located in the narthex.       

THANK YOU. 

• Notebooks: Spiral bound 70 sheet wide or 

college ruled. 

• Rulers:  30-cenimeter ruler or a ruler with 

centimeters on one side and inches on the 

other. 

• Pencil sharpener: individual, hand-held 

• Pencils:  unsharpened #2 lead with erasers 

• Scissors:  blunt end or safety scissors with 

embedded steel blades 

• Pens:  ballpoint blue or black ink (NO gel pens) 

• Crayons:  box of 16 or 24 count 

• Erasers:  2 ½ inch 

 

FLC WELCA 

is collecting supplies to assemble school kits 

this fall for Lutheran World Relief.  Please 

gather up items and help the WELCA ladies 

pack more kits than they have before!   

Each kits includes: 

• 4 spiral bound notebooks (70 sheet) 

• 1 ruler with inches and centimeters 

• 1 hand-held pencil sharpener 

• 1 pair scissors 

• 5 unsharpened pencils 

• 5 black or blue pens (no gel pens) 

• 1 box of 16 or 24 crayons  

• 1 – 2 ½” eraser 

Supplies can be dropped off at the back of 

sanctuary. 

FLC is having a 

Farmer’s Market 

8/8, 8/15, 8/22 
(Tentative Dates) 

Countryside Gas Station – Allen 

8:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Bring donations of produce and 

baked goods to Countryside 

Sign Up Sheet at back of church 



Comedy Corner, Encouragement & Thank You’s 
 

   
 

 

Contact Info 

Pastor Deb Valentine 

pastoratcandf@gmail.com 

(402) 300-0306 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 

  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  

Thank You everyone for the thoughts, prayers, 

and for the graduation reception.  It is very 

much appreciated.  -Josh Grone 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 

 

I would like to thank all of you for the warm 

welcome that I received during our meet and 

greet.  I appreciate hearing from all of you that 

came out to welcome me and I look forward to 

meeting those that were unable to be 

there.   Thank you for making me feel so 

comfortable.  I look forward to seeing where 

God will lead us as we serve together in the 

years to come.   

 

Blessings,  

Deb Hammer, Parish Ministry Associate 

 

                   August 24th  
 

                           If you want something in the 

                     next newsletter please email it to     

      secretaryatcf@gmail.com by the deadline. 


