
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
O God, full of compassion, we commit and commend ourselves to you, in whom we live and move and have our 

being.  Be the goal of our pilgrimage, and our rest by the way.  Give us refuge from the turmoil of worldly 

distractions beneath the shadow of your wings.  Let our hearts, so often a sea of restless waves, find peace in you, 

O God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

We Pray for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, please contact Pastor Deb Valentine or Bridgett Connell  

First Members 

Jerry & Donna Schroeder 

Forrest Smith 

Jerry Smith & Karen Claussen-Smith 

Dale & Barb Strivens 

Nick & Lindsay Tramp 

Concordia Members 

Marc & Cris Bathke; Katie 

Les Bohlken 

Betty Bothwell 

Frieda Bowman 

Jeremy & Mandy Bruning; Harper, Presley 

Concordia Council Members 

President – Carolyn Alt 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary – Judy Martindale 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison – Dustin Thompson 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

Council Members 

President - Rod Ketelsen 

Vice President - Paul Boyle 

Secretary - Vickie Sands 

Treasurer - Katie Olesen 

Financial Secretary - Chris Beach 

Events - Gloria Dowling 

 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

Taylor Johnson 

Those in Senior Living or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

Ernie & Lyla Swanson (Brookdale) 

Marilyn Wallin (CountryView) 

 

 

 



From the Pastor’s Keyboard… 
 

Scripture lifts up the importance of sharing our faith with our children.  Deuteronomy 6:4-9 states:  "Hear O Israel:  
The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might.  And these words which I command you this day shall be upon your heart; and you shall teach 
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise...And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates."   

In these days of isolation, many of our families have a lot more time together.  One of my daughters is now working 
at home and caring for her 10-year-old son.  (Her husband still goes to work each day)  In a humorous Facebook 
post, she spoke of the difficulty of doing her job, helping Andres with his schoolwork, doing chores, and fixing three 
meals a day (she doesn’t like to cook).  She commented that she doesn’t know how people with more than one 
child are able to cope. I pray that this time at home can be a time for bonding with family members and friends, 
whether at home, via Zoom, FaceTime or phone calls!  I know that this is a stressful time for many.  Some people 
have lost their jobs so there is added financial stress, as well.  Others are worried about loved ones who are 
working in at risk jobs!  And COVID 19 has reached Dixon County.  Please join me in praying for all of those who 
are in need, all of those who are struggling. 

In the early 80's, Dolores Curran studied healthy families in order to discover common characteristics.  Her book, 
Traits of a Healthy Family (Winston Press, Minneapolis, 1983), shares the insights that she discovered.  Although 
the book is out of print, the information it contains is still relevant today.   

According to Curran, The Healthy Family:  1) Communicates and listens; 2) Affirms and supports one another; 3) 
Teaches respect for others; 4) Develops a sense of trust;  5) Has a sense of play and humor; 6) Exhibits a sense of 
shared responsibility;  7) Teaches a sense of right and wrong; 8) Has a strong sense of family in which rituals and 
traditions abound; 9) Has a balance of interaction among members; 10) Has a shared religious core; 11) Respects 
the privacy of one another; 12) Values service to others; 13) Fosters table time and conversation; 14) Shares 
leisure time; and 15) Admits to and seeks help with problems. 

The study was done with a number of families of different faiths and traditions.  It was not done with a bias toward 
religion - expecting that faith would play a role in a healthy family. However, it was found that healthy families do 
have a strong faith, whether they are Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, etc.  These families attend worship 
whether at a church, synagogue, mosque, or another place of worship, but they also lift up the importance of their 
faith at home. 

There are a number of materials available to help strengthen families. In a recent on-line search, I found several 
possibilities for families of children of all ages.  One Year of Dinner Table Devotions and Discussion Starters: 
365 Opportunities to Grow Closer to God as a Family by Nancy Guthrie; Grace for the Moment: 365 
Devotions for Kids by Max Lucado;  Fuel: Devotions to Ignite the Faith of Parents and Teens (Focus on 
the Family Books) by Joe White; Undivided: A Family Devotional: Living FOR And Not Just WITH One 
Another by Rhonda Owens and Mitchell Owens; 131 Creative Conversations For Families: Christ-Honoring 
Conversation Starters To Strengthen your Family Bond (Volume 2) by Jed Jurchenko; The Messy Life of 
Parenting: Powerful and Practical Ways to Strengthen Family Connections by Lori Wildenberg; and 30 
Ways in 30 Days to Strengthen Your Family by Rebecca Hagelin.  All of these resources have many positive 
reviews. Many of them are available on Kindle, others in paperback. I hope that they will be helpful! 

The family plays an important role in the development of faith.  When families spend time in prayer, in Bible 
reading, in worship, and in service to others, children learn that our faith relates to how we live our lives.  It can also 
help to shape their behavior outside of the home.  It should be no surprise that faith plays an important role in the 
development of a healthy family.  Children learn what they live.  When families attend worship services regularly, 
celebrate family rituals at home and with their extended family, it helps to strengthen the family bond.  It also helps 
our children to grow in faith and faithfulness.  

     Blessings and Peace, 

     Pastor Deb    



Concordia Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

The Concordia Council met via Zoom on April 15, 2020 with Pastor Deb and all members in 

attendance. Peg Anderson attended part of the meeting also. 

Pastor gave an opening devotion. 

All reports were given and approved.  All upcoming accounts payable were reviewed and 

approved for payment.  

Pastor Deb gave the pastor’s report.  A request was made and approved to purchase Zoom Pro 

on a monthly basis to be able to continue with confirmation classes and to conduct pre wedding 

marriage counseling until those can be done in person again.  

Old Business: 

• The furnace project can move forward anytime.  Trisha will draft a letter to be mailed to 

all members asking for their help in covering the cost of this project. 

• Nothing new to report from call committee. 

New Business: 

• The 2020 Council goals were approved. 

• The Mission Investment Fund as been renewed for another 6 year term at a fixed rate. 

• The Mother-Daughter Brunch has been cancelled. 

• The CD that is maturing this month will be auto renewed.  

• Council will be serving a meal on the last night of confirmation class for students and 

parents whenever that happens.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Judy Martindale 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 



Follow along during our May Facebook Services 
 

Announcements 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Gathering Song             

 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 

live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 

 

Pray of the Day 

May 3 

Let us pray.  

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys 

of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous 

feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

May 10 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love 

one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the 

world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

May 17 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your 

great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your 



truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

May 24 

Let us pray.  

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us 

with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your 

bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

May 31 

Let us pray.  

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 

Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and 

rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

First Reading       

May 3   Acts 2:42-47    May 24  Acts 1:6-14 

May 10   Acts 7:55-60   May 31  Acts 2:1-21 

May 17  Acts 17:22-31 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm                

May 3   Psalm 23    May 24  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

May 10   Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  May 31  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

May 17   Psalm 66:8-20 

 

Second Reading       

May 3   1 Peter 2:19-25   May 24  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

May 10   1 Peter 2:2-10   May 31  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

May 17  1 Peter 3:13-22 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel         

May 3   John 10:1-10   May 24  John 17:1-11 

May 10   John 14:1-14   May 31  John 20:19-23 

May 17  John 14:15-21 

The holy gospel according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon 



Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day                         

 

Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Uplifted by the promised hope… 

…Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

…Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song                      

 

Dismissal 

Go in Peace.  Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE May 25th  

Email it to secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

Congratulations 

Noah Carr and Brogan Jones on being 

this year's co-recipients of the Virginia 

Wheeler Scholarship!  Brogan and Noah 

will each be receiving a $600 

scholarship to go towards their 

schooling this Fall. 

Congratulations again and God Bless 

you on your journey. 

 

                                                

                                                        Noah Carr 

                                                         Brogan Jones 

                                                        Josh Grone 

Council Meetings 

CLC will meet Sunday May 17th following 

service, unless services have not resumed, 

then it will be via zoom at 1:30 p.m. 

FLC will meet Sunday May 4th via a form of 

media. 

Ministry Opportunities 

 

 

 
 
 
 
    

Because of our worship schedule being 

unknown due to COVID 19 the helpers and 

schedule for May are not listed in this newsletter.  

Please refer to your yearbook if services are 

able to resume. 

Mother Daughter Brunch at Concordia is 
canceled for this year. (May 2) 
 

CLC Graduation Reception (May 10) is 
postponed until a later date. 
 

FLC Graduation Reception is postponed 

until a later date. 
 

FLC WELCA This month’s meeting in 

canceled.  We will resume activities in 

the Fall. 
 

Synod Assembly has been canceled. 

     Taylor Johnson's care package arrived a day or two 

after Christmas. In his chat to his Aunt Pam, he says: 

 

    "Thank you very much to Concordia. I wasn't expecting 

the package, and was very happy to see it arrive (even 

though it did have a Husker beanie in it). I shared some of 

the candy/sweets n stuff, and plan to start reading one of 

the books tonight. I'll get some pictures with the Husker 

beanie to send back. I truly appreciate the package. Every 

day we receive mail is a good day - and a big boost to 

everyone's morale out here." 

 

     Picture taken with Husker beanie around March 3 by 

world's tallest building in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

Taylor is in the Navy, and his deployment has been 

extended. Please keep him and all our military personnel 

in your prayers. 

 

                           



 

 

BE STRONG 

& COURAGEOUS 
DO NOT BE AFRAID 

DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED 
FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD 

Will Be 
WITH YOU 

WHEREVER YOU GO 
JOSHUA 1:9 

 

 
 



Celebrations, Encouragement, & Humor 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact Info 

Pastor Deb Valentine 

pastoratcandf@gmail.com 

(402) 300-0306 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 

  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
5/1 Matt Hingst 

5/6 Jerry Smith & Karen 

Claussen Smith 

5/6 Brennan Beach 

5/8 Wyatt Keil 

5/15 Court Roberts 

5/15 Kaitlyn Beach 

5/16 Emma Beach 

5/23 Lyle Carlson 

5/29 Henry & Clarice Johnson 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
5/4 Ardyce Johnson 

5/5 Grant Anderson 

5/9 Gretchen Deitrich 

5/21 Suzie Johnson 

5/26 Jason & Amanda Fischer 

5/26 Zach Hauptmann 

5/27 Steve Anderson 

5/29 Taelynn Settje 

5/29 Brandi Settje 

5/30 Tammy Sterling 

 

So do not fear, for I am with you;      

do not be dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you and help 

you; I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 

Fear not, for I have redeemed you;        

I have called you by name, you are 

mine. When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and through 

the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 

you; when you walk through fire you 

shall not be burned, and the flame 

shall not consume you. For I am the 

Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

your Savior. (Isaiah 43:1-2) 


