
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick and gave new hope to the hopeless.  Though we cannot 

command or posses your power, we pray for those who want to be healed.  Mend their wounds, soothe fevered brows, 

and make broken people whole again.  Help us to welcome every healing as a sign that, though death is against us, 

you are for us, and have promised renewed and risen life in Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 

We Pray for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, 

please contact Pastor Deb Valentine or Bridgett Connell  

First Members 

Brent Benstead; Amber, Breanne 

Chris & Jaclyn Beach; Emma, Kaitlyn, Sarah, 

Brennan 

Paul & Tina Boyle 

Lyle Carlson 

Greg & Ann Carr; Noah, Jordyn 

 

Concordia Members 

Warren & Danita Hanson 

Ron & Marilyn Harder 

JoAnn Hauptmann; Zach, Chloe 

Ardyce Johnson 

Lee & Joyce Johnson 

Concordia Council Members 

President - Grant Settje 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary - Dawn Addison-Corbit 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison – Dustin Thompson 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

First Council Members 

President – Richie Monteith 

Vice President – Paul Boyle 

Secretary – Vickie Sands 

Financial Secretary – Denise Hingst 

Treasurer- Chris Beach 

Events – Gloria Dowling 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

 

Those in Nursing Homes or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

 



September Worship Helpers & Celebrations 

 
 First Helpers Concordia Helpers 

Ushers & Greeters Lyle Carlson &  

Gloria Dowling 

Lee Johnson & 

Rick Peterson 

Acolytes 10/6 Gabe Olesen 

10/13 Gabe Olesen 

10/20 Gabe Olesen 

10/27 Gabe Olesen 

10/6 

10/13 Lane Fischer 

10/20 Tanner Thompson 

10/27 Delaney Johnson & 

          Toni Thompson 

Lay Readers Clarice Johnson Georgia Addison 

Communion Steward Gloria Dowling Georgia Addison 

Altar Guild Karen Claussen Smith &  

Jean Morgan 
Georgia Addison 

Altar Flowers  Georgia Addison 

Coffee after Service 10/6 Barb Sands 

10/13 Bridgett Connell 

10/20 Karen Claussen Smith 

10/27 Council 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
10/3 Jason & Valerie Hangman 

10/6 Marilyn Harder 

10/7 Shelby Krie 

10/7 Jeremy & Mandy Bruning 

10/13 Judy Martindale 

10/15 Doris Nelson 

10/16 Georgia Addison 

10/17 Lane Fischer 

10/21 Betty Bothwell 

10/22 Presley Bruning 

10/24 Ron Harder 

10/27 Doug Krie 

 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
10/8 Gerald Sands Jr 

10/10 Gabe Olesen 

10/14 Derek Hingst 

10/14 Shirley Lanser 

10/18 Henry Johnson 

10/21 Tina Monteith 

10/24 Denise Hingst 

10/26 Lindsay Tramp 

10/27 Forrest Smith 

10/29 Steve Keil 

10/29 Barb Lund 

10/30 Bonnie Kellogg 

10/31 Tina Boyle 

 



From Pastor Deb’s Desk… 
 

One of the signs of the fall season is that Confirmation classes have begun.  I met with confirmation students and parents 

on September 11.  In addition to going over the plans for the year we took a Martin Luther Quiz.  (I thought the group did 

quite well.)   October 31st of this year marks the 502nd anniversary of Martin Luther posting the 95 Theses on the door of 

the Castle Church in Wittenberg, which sparked the Protestant Reformation.  This year, Joe Grone and Kolton Fischer 

will be confirmed at Concordia on Reformation Sunday, October 27th.  On that day they will share their faith statements 

with the congregation.  In addition, there are 6 students in the confirmation class this year:  2nd Year:  Skyler 

Hammerstrom & Landon Monteith from FLC, and Delaney Johnson & Toni Thompson from CLC.  1st Year:  Gabe 

Oleson and Garrett Tramp from FLC.  Please keep all of these students in your prayers.  Our lessons will be focused on 

the New Testament, The Apostle’s Creed, The Lord’s Prayer and the Sacraments.  We will have two class sessions with 

parents, beginning with a potluck, one in December and one in May.  I am looking forward to this time with our youth 

helping to prepare them for confirmation.  

The call process is in the beginning stages.  The first stage of the transition process is called The Preparation Phase and it 

involves getting information together for the Ministry Site Profile.  Because it has not been that long since the last call 

process, I understand that surveys will not need to be completed, however there is still information that will need to be 

updated.  Another possibility lifted up in the Transition Booklet to help prepare for the calling of a new pastor is a Telling 

our Story event.  I have led this event in two of the churches I have served as an interim pastor, and both of them found it 

helpful.  The Nebraska Synod ELCA recognizes the importance of stories in the life of congregations and encourages 

churches to look at their stories during the transitional period.  This is so we can look at where we have been, where we 

are, and where we are called to go from here.  Transition pastors are not supposed to be directly involved in the Call 

process.  However, the Telling Our Story event is an exception.  People who attend divide into small groups to look at 

what happened in the world, in our community, in religion and in the life of this church during the decade they joined the 

church.  Each of the smaller groups, then share their experiences with the larger group.  This provides a unique way to 

hear stories about the church and its ministry, and to see the ways the congregation has served the community as well as 

the members of the church throughout the generations.  Then we are able to explore the ways that God may be leading us 

to meet the needs of our members and the people in our community going forward.   

Other tasks in The Preparation Phase include putting together a Digital View Book that will be posted online, and 

updating our Governing Documents.  Each church has people who are working on the MSP, and will find others to serve 

on the Call Committee. 

Prayer is vitally important during the time of transition.  Please pray for our Church Councils, MSP Committees, our 

congregations, and for the Pastor that God has in mind to serve Concordia-First.  I would appreciate your prayers, as well.  

Please pray that God would grant us wisdom, and lead us, guide us and direct us according to His will.  

The Synod Transition Booklet includes this prayer: 

Gracious Giving God, give us your help again, just as you have always done. Remind us of your care.  Let there be 

gratitude in our congregation, for all that is needful has been sent and ordained for us already. As we work to call a new 

pastor to our congregation, may we be strengthened for this task with the thought that Your providing reaches to every 

need of your church. This group of leaders and community of believers is your church, too. Amen.  

I am convinced that God will be with the members and friends of these two congregations as you continue the journey 

during this time of transition; and that with prayer and discernment, God will lead you as you choose your next pastor. 

In this beautiful season of autumn, I pray that you will be able to experience the beauty all around us.  I pray too, that you 

will experience the abundance of God's blessings, love, joy, and peace, now and always. 

      

      Shalom, 

    Pastor Deb 



First Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

 

September 22, 2019 

First Lutheran Council met on September 16, 2019.  Present were Vickie Sands, Gloria Dowling, Richie Montieth, 

and Denise Hingst. 

Financial reports for July and August were read and approved.   

We discussed participation in a live Nativity with United Methodist Church of Allen.  More details to follow. 

The labor auction for God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday will be held again next year.  Church members will be able to 

earn “church bucks” all through the year. 

 

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

 

 

Joint Council Meeting Highlights  
 

September 22, 2019 

 

First Lutheran Council and Concordia Council met on September 16, 2019.  Present were Pastor Deb Valentine, 

Vickie Sands, Gloria Dowling, Richie Montieth, Denise Hingst, Grant Settje, Hart Vollers, Lee Johnson, and Trisha 

Reifenrath. 

 

Opening prayer led by Pastor Deb. 

 

Joint council business:  Pastor’s report was read and discussed. Contract for Pastor Deb was finalized and approved. 

Motion was made and approved to have Table Grace return at the end of August, 2020. 

 

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

 



Concordia Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

 

The Concordia Council met Monday September 16, 2019 @ 7:00pm at Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord. 

Preset were Grant Settje, Hart Vollers, Lee Johnson, Trisha Reifenrath  and Pastor Deb Valentine. Absent were 

Dawn Addison-Corbit and Dustin Thompson. 

We met jointly at 6:30. Opened with a prayer from Pastor.  

Old business included TV projector information, feedback on God’s Work Our Hands and Teammates 

information.  Other old business included post office insurance for the next year, Amazon Smile, mentor/mentee 

events, feed back on Table Grace, updates on the Cross Wall and looking at updating the calendar for Concordia 

to begin organizing for the new joint yearbook. 

New business highlights include discussion on a mailbox at the parsonage, updating the furnace and air 

conditioning units.  Other discussion included volunteers to chair the Call committee, placing information about 

our church with the Laurel Economic Development for welcome packets for new members of the community.  

September 29th will be installation of the Sunday School Teachers with bibles handed out to the 1st graders.  

Confirmation will be Oct 27th. 

Financials were approved and seconded. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next council meeting will be 10/7/19 at Allen at 6:30. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Addison-Corbit 

  



Adopt-A-Soldier Ministry  
Concordia Lutheran Church will continue to support our 

soldiers with our Adopt-A-Soldier care packages. Boxes are 

located on the small table in the narthex. Please feel free to add 

any items you would like to share. Snacks, game items, nuts, 

are all terrific items. Our members have been so wonderful at 

filling up boxes with such creative and unique supplies, please 

continue to be creative!! These care packages are a terrific 

reminder to our soldiers that we are thinking about them while 

they are away from their family and friends. Let’s continue to 

shower them with cards, care packages and PRAYERS!! 

During the year we will still be shipping out a care package 

once a month.  

 

Sgt. Chris Wordekamper 

CMR 388 

Box 2077 

APO, AP 96208 

  

 

Ministry Opportunities 

 
   

 

 

   

Upcoming Events 

Confirmation Class at FLC 
October 2nd 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

Pastor at Theocon 
October 7-9th  

Council Meetings 
October 7th at FLC 

6:30 p.m.  CLC 

7:00 p.m.  Joint 

7:30 p.m.  FLC 

WELCA - FLC 
October 9th at 1:30 p.m. 

Confirmation Class at FLC 
October 9th 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

CLC Quilting Days 
October 15th & 16th  

Confirmation Class at FLC 
October 16th 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

Confirmation Class at FLC 
October 23rd 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

Confirmation Class at FLC 
October 30th 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

WELCA – FLC 

October 9th  

1:30 p.m. 

Lesson:  Jean Morgan 

Let’s tie QuiLts! 
Join us for a day (or two!) of community, 

conversation, and tying quilts for 

Lutheran World Relief. 

Come for an hour or stay all day!  Bring a sack 

lunch as we will take a break to eat.  Everyone 

is welcome!  Bring a friend! 

October 15th & 16th 

9:00 a.m. until you want to leave 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

If you are unable to come to any of the 

quilting days and wish to work on a 

quilt, we can put together a bundle of 

top, middle, and bottom and you can tie 

them at home.  If you would like a quilt 

bundle to work on, let Marilyn Harder, 

Peg Lutt, or Carolyn Alt know and we 

can get a bundle ready for you. 

Support the Allen 

Backpack Program 

Save your HyVee receipts! 

Put in the jar at FLC 



Ministry Opportunities 

 

  

Attention FLC Members – We need volunteers!! 

 

Volunteer sign up on back table in sanctuary. 

Date & Times subject to change 

I am updating files 

to prepare for the 

NEW annual 

yearbook/directory 

Please verify your information 

(CLC - on the bulletin board 

& FLC - on table at back of 

sanctuary) and add any 

additional information 

needed. 

Also please email a picture 

of your family to be included 

in the yearbook to 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com. 

Thanks, Bridgett

 

& Yearbook 

 



Humor & Thank Yous 
 
 
 
  

   

 

 

 

    

 

Contact Info 

Pastor Deb Valentine 

dvalentine21453@gmail.com 

(402) 300-0306 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 

  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  

I would like to thank my church 

family for your cards, visits, and 

prayers over the past six 

months.  Thank you for the 

Sunshine for the Chicken Soup 

for the Soul book.   

God’s Blessing to each of you.  

Love Doug Krie 


